STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH -~ -
BOARD OF MEDICAL LICENSURE _AND DISUPLN:

IN THE MATTER OF iRA H. ASHER: MD C09-774
LICENSE NUMBER MD 05145 i

CONSENT ORDER
" The Board of Medical Licensure and Discipline, (hereinafier, ‘*ﬁéc;ard”:) received néti:ce} .

' frorh the Office of Facility Regulation relating to a wrong site surgical procedure performed |

by Ira Asher, MD ‘(hereinafter, “Respondent”), The matter was referred to the Invesiigating

- (,ommmba (helemaft , “Committee”) for review and recommendation. The following are the =

findings of fact and conclusions of law-of the Lommrﬁeb

Finding;; of}‘i Fact and Candmwm of La‘v;f

1. The Respondent is a physif:iah who has béen;ﬁceﬁsed 0 praéticé: médicine, license :

. fumber MD05145. He i3 a . 1971 ﬁraduate of Yeshiva University Albert Einstein
College of Medicine. The Re's;pon'dentéi'siBoard Certified in"Ophthalmology. K

2, Reqpondem practaces at South Country Eye Physicians & burgeonv Inc, Nm'th
ng-ztown and Wak@ﬁdd Rhod\, Iolﬂﬂd and has hospﬂ%i pmfﬂt&ges at Sou‘n & oun"v '
Hospital and Kenty County Hospital.

3. On December 3, 2009, Respondent was scheduled tc perform a cataract extraction on

the Jeft eve with infraccular lens implant by phacoemulsification (surgical rocedurs
pial _ gicaip



which an ultrasonic device is used to break u? and remove cloudy lens, followed by
the insertion of an im‘i:r&ecuiar lenss fo mprove viéion) o a paﬁimt.

- Upon being admiited to the Same Day Surgical Admit Area and transterred to the -
holding area at South County Haspltai, th‘, patient was seen by 1 ;\Ao nurses and. the

" . anesthesiologist. | dennﬁ{,anon of the patient with gonﬁxmdtmn of he bw’blbdl -
procedure, side, and site was r‘ompie‘;ed Pnor to.oper a’aor' & “Time-Cut” (Fma
verification of paﬁie:_aa.t name and surgic:a_ai Sit&: and proce czure) was com*}leteﬁ correct‘"
according to hospital procedure, with Responcent, anes*ibéi;sio_lpgi_st, and g}reopera:téve_
nurse present and ifm@é determined that the _siérg;ical site \';%fas-éi_%rly marked and:
visible. . :

' Rérspondem indicated there was a ten to fifteen second delay between the “Time-Ouw”
and the surgical proce;dufeh Respondent éroéeeded to perform a retrobulbar block
(procedure where anesthetic is injected to e area behind the eye te prevent
movement and _proviﬂe aneéﬂlesia prior-te surgical- pmcedﬁre)ion the right eye. The
circuiating nurse ret mned Eo tne holding area dmi mfmmeﬁ Reaponient he hed
performed the reimbulbar block on the mcorrect eve. Respondeni Immedzateiy stopped

and procesded to anestheuze the cerrect ie z‘ eye avd pmc%dad with the planned

cataract surgery on the correct eye.

The patient did not present any complications post-operation and was discharged .
home the same day,, |

The Investigating Cd%nmitteé found that proper attention was niot paid to the p%t—tieht;
resulting in a wrong ézte surgery The Committee concluded that the this constituted

unprofessional conduct on the part of Respondem pursuart.to, R I {w L. 5 37 5 1



The Parties Agree as Follows:

. Based on the foregoing findingsof fact and conclusions.of law by, the Committee, the

parties agree as follows:

: a Rcspondem subsinits to the jurizdiction ofthe Boa;rd p
b. Respondent ackhowledges and here_;byiwaives: S

1. The right to appear ner\ona}]y, by mundel or both beforﬁ, the Board;

2. The right to ploauce wrmessex and ev;deme on h1s behaif at a hearmg

3. The right to Cro_r_ss examine witnessss;

4. The nght to have subpoenas xasued bj/ the Board;

5.  The right fo further procedural sieps except as apcmﬁcal%y contained
herein; |

6. Any and :-afi} rights of appeal to tl‘;isj Consent g()r'de:‘r;-j '

7. Any objection 1o 1hetactthat this Consent Order will be piésentéd to the

Board for von‘udera?,:ga “né review;

ac‘t thdt 1t lei become ntccmarv for ﬂmJ qu Board to

8. Any objéciién to in'c
- become acquamted with ali tl < rc}evana mfﬁrma‘uon pertinent to ‘this matter.
it order to Ijr\. eview this Co“l nt Drder adequateﬁ}":;
9. Any ob}ecticm: io the potential for bias against the Respondent that inight
oceur as a resuit of presentatien of this Consert Order
¢. Acceptance of this {éonsen“f Order C(%HS??.‘EU’L‘&S an admission by the respondent to

the findings of fact made by the Committee.



d. This Consgent Drderi shéél become part of the i;)gbiis:} record once it has been '
accepied by all the parties.: |
-e. Failure to comply with the terms of this Consent Orc‘ier;v:«hen acgfiepteci and Zs:;ig;qed,
shall subject the R»Spendem to further disciplinary action. -

GANCTIDN .

- The Respondent bereby consents.to a r@pr}maﬁd. The Respondent is also ordered to pay an
administrative fee of Five Hundred (5500.00) Dollars within 60 days of ratification of this

order,

_ Signed thisg 2 day of /ﬁ,ﬁ/f‘/{m/ 2010

ﬂ’%ﬂﬁ% / 7/”\)

Ira H. As’ﬁer M.D.

Raified by the.Board of Medicai Licensure and Discipline at a, meeting held on

_;é@u.t/(fj'/ Qa/’(
o

[/ \\MJA / ~.

ImwcrimsDirector of Health -




